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CONCEPT NOTE

The Gulf region has enormous potential to deploy renewable energy resources (RES). 
Policymakers and power ut il it ies are increasingly aware of this potential, and high-profile 
renewable power init iat ives have been launched.  With recent declines in the costs of wind 
and PV solar power, ease of installat ion and technology development, such development 
can enhance the region?s energy integration and security, allowing the displacement of 
substantial amounts of oil and gas, currently used for electricity generation, and create new 
opportunit ies for growth and employment around renewable options.

In addit ion, a strong transmission grid l inking the Gulf countries along with an electricity 
trading framework wil l facil itate the development of the region?s abundant RE potential, to 
fulfil l projected electricity demand at the lowest environmental, social and economic costs. 
In this regard, the involvement of the regional power pool, ut il it ies and regulators including 
transmission and distribution companies is of paramount importance. Increased electricity 
co-operation and trading between countries can enhance energy security, bring 
economy-of-scale in investments, facil itate financing, enable greater RES penetration, and 
allow synergist ic sharing of complementary resources.

However, deeper integration of renewable energy production will require the regional power 
pool and the other key local actors to identify, among other issues: crit ical transmission 
gaps, policy and regulation distort ions and capacity building needs. 

To help identify actions that can be implemented within the exist ing EU-GCC cooperation 
frameworks, a workshop combined with a training session is being organised in Manama, 
Bahrain on 21 and 22 May 2017. The meeting, which is convened by the EU-GCC Clean 
Energy Technology Network (CETN) and the GCC Interconnection Authority (GCCIA), intends 
to seek the views of various stakeholders on the actions that would be of greatest value to 
the Gulf region in promoting transmission integration and market trading. 

Furthermore, the workshop is an opportunity for policy makers and technical experts from 
the GCC and EU Countries to learn from each other in support ing, deploying, and 
implementing large scale renewable projects.


