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Background 

The Gulf region has enormous potential to deploy renewable energy resources (RES). Policymakers and 

power utilities are increasingly aware of this potential, and high-profile renewable power initiatives have 

been launched.  With recent declines in the costs of wind and PV solar power, ease of installation and 

technology development, such development can enhance the region’s energy integration and security, 

allowing the displacement of substantial amounts of oil and gas, currently used for electricity genera-

tion, and create new opportunities for growth and employment around renewable options. 

In addition, a strong transmission grid linking the Gulf countries along with an electricity trading frame-

work will facilitate the development of the region’s abundant RE potential, to fulfil projected electricity 

demand at the lowest environmental, social and economic costs. In this regard, the involvement of the 

regional power pool, utilities and regulators including transmission and distribution companies is of par-

amount importance. Increased electricity co-operation and trading between countries can enhance en-

ergy security, bring economy-of-scale in investments, facilitate financing, enable greater RES penetra-

tion, and allow synergistic sharing of complementary resources. 

However, deeper integration of renewable energy production will require the regional power pool and 

the other key local actors to identify, among other issues: critical transmission gaps, policy and regula-

tion distortions and capacity building needs.  

To help identify actions that can be implemented within the existing EU-GCC cooperation frameworks, 

a workshop combined with a training session is being organised in Manama, Bahrain on 21 and 22 May 

2017. The meeting, which is convened by the EU-GCC Clean Energy Technology Network (CETN) and the 

GCC Interconnection Authority (GCCIA), intends to seek the views of various stakeholders on the actions 

that would be of greatest value to the Gulf region in promoting transmission integration and market 

trading. Furthermore, the workshop is an opportunity for policy makers and technical experts from the 

GCC and EU Countries to learn from each other in supporting, deploying, and implementing large scale 

renewable projects. 
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Agenda/ Programme 

Day 1: 21 May 2017 

08:00-09:00 Registration and Networking 

09:00-09:30 Opening session 

 Welcome by Mr. Frank Wouters, Director, EU GCC Clean Energy Technology Network 

 H.E. Shaikh Nawaf Bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, GCCIA Chairman and CEO of Electricity and Water 
Authority - Bahrain 

 H.E. Michele Cervone D'Urso, Ambassador of the European Union, Delegation of the Euro-
pean Union to Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and Saudi Arabia 

09:30 – 09:40    Setting the scene, Mr. Nick Carter, EU GCC Clean Energy Technology Network 

09:40 - 10:40 Session I: The renewable energy landscape and integration challenges  
The future of renewable energy can have many different shapes, and although PV is now the cheapest 
form of renewables, it may not be the most flexible as the power sector attempts to integrate greater 
percentages of generation from renewables. This segment examines how the electricity sector, includ-
ing variable renewables such as PV and other technologies such as dispatchable CSP, can develop over 
the next few years. 
Moderator: Frank Wouters, Director, EU GCC Clean Energy Technology Network 
Speakers:  

 H.E. Shaikh Nawaf Bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, GCCIA Chairman and CEO of Electricity and Water 
Authority – Bahrain 

 Dr. Saleh H. Alawaji, Undersecretary of Ministry of Water and Electricity for Electricity Affairs 
and Chairman of the Board of Directors of Saudi Electricity Company, Ministry of Water & Elec-
tricity, KSA 

 Mr. Robin Mills, CEO, Qamar Energy, Dubai, UAE  

 Q&A 
 

10:40-11:00 Networking break 
 
11:00-12:15 Session II: Renewables integration– planning a regional system  
Europe has shown that an integrated regional grid system enables the utilisation of renewables across 
borders in an efficient manner. This segment will illustrate the success stories of regional renewable 
energy development, focusing on Europe. It will also examine some of the challenges associated with 
planning transmission network infrastructure and keeping the lights on, dispatching renewables gener-
ation, such as ramp rate control and system security. 
Moderator: Mr. Ahmed Ali Al-Ebrahim, GCCIA CEO 

 Keynote speaker: Matti Supponen, European Commission– DG ENER (web conference)  
Speakers:  

 Mr. Paul Van Son, CEO, Dii  

 Dr. Susanne Nies, Corporate Affairs Manager ENTSO-E 

 Mr. Mohamed Abdelqader El Ramahi, Director of Asset Management and Technical Services, 
Masdar Co, Abu Dhabi, UAE 

 Q&A 
 

12:15-12:45 Prayer break and coffee break 
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12:45-13:45 Session III: The prospects of a power exchange in the GCC  
There are many energy trading exchanges in existence, especially in Western Europe, but also in Africa 
and elsewhere. This segment will examine several operational exchanges and look at the challenges and 
advantages against a few examples in existence. In addition, grid response auctions will be examined, 
as well as the futures market. 
Moderator: Nick Carter, EU GCC Clean Energy Technology Network  
Speakers:   

 Mr. Ahmed Ali Al-Ebrahim, GCCIA, CEO 

 Dr. Susanne Nies, Corporate Affairs Manager, ENTSO-E 

 Mr. Christian Baer, Secretary General, EUROPEX 

 Q&A 

13:45 -14:00 Wrap-Up and conclusion for Day 1 

14.00 Lunch 

 
 
Day 2: 22 May 2017 

Training Workshop:  Integration of renewables in the grid - development of a trading exchange 

09:00-10:15 Institutional and regulatory frameworks requirements for creating an energy trading 
market 
The importance of sector structures, facilitating frameworks and regulations cannot be overstated.  
This session explores the key areas of operations codes, regulations and enabling legislation, which is 
often necessary to create an energy trading market. 
Moderator: Dr Najib Dandachi, CEO, Al Usul   
Speakers:  

 Dr. Abdullah Al-Shehri, Governor of Electricity & Co-Generation Regulatory Authority, KSA  

 Mr. Christian Baer, Secretary General, EUROPEX 

 Mr. Hans-Arild Bredesen, CEO at Nord Pool Consulting 

 Mr. Abdulla Ali Alshahyari, Director of Electricity and Power Trading Department, Ministry of 
Energy, UAE 

 Q&A 
 
10:15-10:45 Presentation I: Integration of variable renewable energy in the grid  

 Dr. Susanne Nies, Corporate Affairs Manager, ENTSO-E   

 Q&A 
 

10:45-11:00 Coffee break  
 
11:00-11:45 Presentation II: Challenges of developing a regional electricity market 

 Dr. Susanne Nies, Corporate Affairs Manager, ENTSO-E 

 Mr Christian Baer, Secretary General, EUROPEX 

 Q&A  
  

11:45 - 12:00     Wrap-up and Conclusions (EU GCC Clean Energy Technology Network and GCC IA) 
 
12:00 – 13:30      Prayer break and Lunch   
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