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Dear Part icipants, 

We would like to warmly welcome you to the Working Groups Joint Meeting on Carbon 
Capture and Storage and on Clean Gas.      

The event is organized by the EU GCC Clean Energy Network II (CENII) in cooperation with 
The Petroleum Institute. Within the next pages, you may find short bios of our speakers and 
panelists, following the order of the agenda.  

We are happy that industry, policy as well as research experts from the EU and the GCC 
accepted the invitation to present the current status and the policies, the best practices and 
technologies in the respective fields, as well as to discuss on prospects and pathways to 
advance EU?GCC cooperation, through the Network activities. 

We are confident that this event will provide good food for thought on the development           
of Carbon Capture and Storage and on Clean Gas in both regions.

                                                                   .                                                                   . 
 

WELCOME



Dr. Marc Durandeau is a Chemical Process Engineer graduated from ESCIL 
(France) and got his PhD degree from University Claude Bernard (France). He 
has more than 40 years? experience in the Oil & Gas industry. After a short 
Academic career as Lecturer in France and Malaysia, he joined the International 
Oil & Gas Company, TOTAL, during 32 years initially as Thermodynamic expert at 
TOTAL technical Centre then as Reservoirs and fields development Expert at the 
main Office but also in Operational subsidiaries (Abu Dhabi, Norway, Venezuela, 
Dubai, etc?)

Mr Frank Wouters is the Director of the ?EU GCC Clean Energy Network II? 
project, since December 2015.  Mr. Frank Wouters has been leading renewable 
energy projects, transactions, and technology development for over 25 years. He 
has played a lead role in development of renewable generation projects valued 
at over $4.5 billion. These range from small scale PV solar electrification in 
Uganda to the 100MW Shams I Concentrated Solar Plant (CSP) in the UAE, and 
strategic equity investment in the London Array, the world?s largest offshore wind 
project. His transactions have received multiple project finance ?Deal of the Year? 
awards.  

Dr. Marc Durandeau  | The Petroleum Institute 

His domains of expertise are thermodynamic, Reservoir simulation and monitoring, field development 
optimization, EOR processes for light oil but also for Heavy oil Field.

After retiring from TOTAL, he started a new career as an International consultant with Beicip-Franlab, a 
subsidiary of IPFEN group, during more than 5 Years advising NOC & IOC up to the Governance Board, on 
the optimization of Oil & Gas Field development and in the implementation of IOR/ EOR advanced 
technologies on major fields around the world especially in Middle East (Abu Dhabi, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, 
Libya, Iran) but also in Venezuela, Mexico, Ecuador, Argentina,...

He joined The Petroleum Institute in Abu Dhabi in November 2013 and is in charge of the Research and 
Development Sector as Senior Vice President. He is establishing the R&D organization in PI, putting in 
place the R & D strategy, the R&D policies as well as implementing the Petroleum Institute Research 
Center which shall be fully operational before end-2016 with almost 23 000 m2 of working area including 
8000 m2 of Up-To-Date Laboratory Facilities.

Frank Wouters |  EU GCC Clean Energy Network Director

As Deputy Director-General of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), the first global 
intergovernmental organisation dedicated to all renewables, he managed a US$350 million IRENA/ Abu 
Dhabi Fund for Development project facility for RE. He appraised over 80 projects a year and recommended 
projects for funding, including solar PV projects in Africa.   Mr. Wouters has served on the board of several 
energy companies, including Torresol Energy SA, where he developed three solar plants with an overall 
budget of US$1.4 billion.

Mr. Wouters has a proven track record of advice to public power sector agencies. As Director of the Masdar 
Power Unit, a clean energy company owned by the Abu Dhabi Government, he managed more than US$3 
billion of power projects, including solar and wind power projects. He coordinated with government 
ministers and other stakeholders to promote private sector investment for RE projects as part of the Africa 
Clean Energy Corridor Initiative. Qualified with a Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Delft 
University, he is fluent in English and German, as well as Dutch. 



Dr. Mohammad Abu Zahra is the departmemt head of chemical and 
environmental engineering, the space technology program manager and the 
CCUS research coordinator at Masdar institute. He joined Masdar Institute of 
Science and Technology in 2011 as assistant professor of Chemical Engineering 
and became associate professor in 2014. Prior to joining the institute, he worked 
for the International Energy Agency Greenhouse Gas R&D Program (IEAGHG) as a 
project manager in the carbon capture and integrated system team.

Dr. Mohammad Abu Zahra  | Masdar Institute 

Dr. Abu Zahra worked for the Separation Technology Department in the Dutch research institute TNO in the 
Netherlands from 2005 to 2009 as a senior research engineer. He was also involved in the Dutch and 
European carbon capture and sequestration (CCS) projects CASTOR, CESAR, Dynamis, and CATO.
At Masdar Institute, Dr. Abu Zahra?s current research focuses on the development of CO2 capture and 
utilization technologies including the development of advanced solvents, solid sorbents and novel 
processes. He is the coordinator of the carbon capture utilization and sequestration (CCUS) research 
activities within Masdar Institute and he is leading major related projects such as the Siemens-Masdar 
Institute CCS collaboration, the Masdar-Masdar Institute-RTI project and the Masdar Institute-ENGSL CO2 
utilization project.
Dr. Abu Zahra is also the Asia regional editor for the Current Environmental Engineering journal and an 
editorial board member for the International Journal of Greenhouse Gas Control. His work has been 
published in three book chapters, and more than 100 refereed journal publications, conference 
proceedings and keynote presentations. As a result of his work and scholar research he was awarded the 
institute best research award for the academic year 2014-2015 

 

 

Mr. Daniel Jansen | ECN,  CENII CCS WG Convener

Mr. Daniel Jansen has an MSc degree in Chemical Engineering from the 
Technical University Eindhoven (The Netherlands). Since 1981 he is employed 
at the Energy Research Centre of the Netherlands (ECN). Until 2013 he was 
manager of ECN?s programme "Clean Fossil Fuels/ CO2 capture technology 
development.
His specializations are power generation technologies including CHP, NGCC 
and IGCC (biomass and coal fuelled), advanced energy conversion 
technologies like fuel cells and micro CHP systems, flue and fuel gas cleaning 
technologies and CO2 emission reduction technologies. 

He has experience in the acquisition and management of both national and international R&D projects on 
HT fuel cells, LT fuel cells, H2 energy systems and CO2 capture technology development.
Daniel Jansen is a lead author of the UN IPCC Special Report on CO2 Capture & Geologic Storage (CCS). 
Members of UN IPCC working groups are awarded the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize along with USA Vice 
President Al Gore.
He is a recognized expert in advanced energy conversion systems, CCS and pre combustion CO2 capture 
technologies. He is also (co-) author in over 40 papers in the field of clean fossil fuels.

CCUS Global and GCC Status and Activities Overview 



Prof. Lourdes F. Vega holds a PhD in Physics from the University of Seville, Spain, 
in collaboration with Chemical Engineering from the University of Southern 
California in the USA. She is known for her contributions in the areas CO2 capture 
and utilization, as well as molecular thermodynamics and simulations applied to 
sustainable processes and products. Currently she is the Joint Chair Professor of 
the Gas Research Center at the Petroleum Institute (UAE), leading efforts on new 
integrated technologies for CO2 capture and utilization. 

Prof. Lourdes Vega | The Petroleum Institute

She has developed her career between academia in the US (University of Southern California, Cornell 
University), Spain (University of Seville, Universitat Rovira I Virgili, National Research Council of Spain-CSIC), 
UAE (the Petroleum Institute) and Industry (MATGAS 2000 AIE, Air Products and Chemicals, 2007-2015), 
where she held the positions of MATGAS Director and Global Technology Director for CO2, food and water. 
She is the author of the book: ?CO2 as a resource, from capture to industrial applications?, co-author of 5 
more books on CO2 and H2, more than 160 papers in referred journals included in ISI, and 5 patents. She 
has participated in several competitive (including 12 EU funded projects) and industrial projects, leading 
more than 40 of them, supervised 10 PhD thesis and more than 15 postdoctoral researchers. She was the 
leader of the SOST-CO2 project, a public-private R&D consortium including 14 companies and 31 research 
institutions, with a budget of $37MM, focused on industrial sustainable uses of CO2. 

Prof. Donald Reinalda | The Petroleum Institute

Dr. Donald Reinalda studied chemistry and physics at Leiden University in 
the Netherlands. He specialized in the area of heterogeneous catalysis in 
later years; in 1979 he got his PhD from the same university. In 1978 he had 
already joined Shell in Amsterdam working on photogalvanic solar cells. 
But most of his later career focused on research on various aspects of 
catalysts and catalysis. This took him to positions in France, the US and 
later to India. In recent years he got interested in carbon dioxide related 
issues and concentrated on carbon capture and utilization. 

In 2014 he took up the Shell Chair at PI where he teaches on catalysis and refinery processes. His current 
research projects embrace gas treating and a novel approach to carbon dioxide capture. 

Recent advances and remaining challenges in materials and 
processes for CO2 Capture and Utilization

Solar Kerosene from H2O and CO2 



 

 

Dr Mart in Jagger has worked in ADNOC as an advisor to senior management 
since 2013. Before moving to ADNOC he was Shell?s Exploration Venture 
Manager for the Middle East. Previously, Martin was General Manager of 
Shell?s Carbon Capture and Storage Center of Expertise (2007-11) writing their 
corporate guidelines on site selection, containment risk assessment and 
monitoring and verification procedures for CCS. 

Dr. Sylvain Thibeau is a former Physics student from Ecole Normale 
Supérieure in Paris, holding a PhD from Paris 6 University on Numerical 
Fluid Dynamics.  He joined Total group in 1993, and focused on CO2 
geological storage from 2000, with various positions in R&D, engineering 
studies and project execution.

Dr. Mart in Jagger |  ADNOC ENP 

Martin is recognised internationally as a technical expert within the emerging area of carbon capture and 
storage and has supported the development of emerging international standards, regulation and policy 
structures at an industry level and provided input to emerging regulation in Australia, the UK, Canada 
and the European Union. 
He was a principle contributing author to DNV?s CO2Qualstore Recommended Practice on CO2 Storage 
and was the lead author of a Methodology for CCS under the UNFCCC Clean Development Mechanism 
that was accepted under the Kyoto Protocol at COP17 in Durban.  He has been a member of the IEAGHG 
steering Committees on CCS Risk Assessment and on Monitoring & Verification.  He has written an 
assessment of emerging technology for CCS for the EU Zero Emissions Platform and has been an Expert 
Lecturer at the IEAGHG Summer School for CCS. 

Dr. Sylvain Thibeau |  TOTAL EP 

Sylvain was appointed as Total Expert on CO2 geological storage in 2012. He is the author of 35 
publications and co-editor of two books on CO2 geological storage: Best practices for the Storage of CO2 
in a saline aquifer and The Lacq pilot: Project and injection period, 2006-2013. 

CO2 storage capacity in saline aquifers ? review of pressure 
impacts & methodology

Enabling Industrial Scale Carbon Capture & Storage



Dr. Arif Mal ik received his B.Sc. degree in Electrical Engineering from 
University of Engineering & Technology, Lahore, Pakistan in 1984, his M.Sc. in 
Electrical Engineering from University of Wisconsin ? Madison, USA in 1988 
and Ph.D in Engineering from Imperial College London, UK, 1991. He has 
worked in Water and Power Development Authority, Pakistan for 5 years and 
as a faculty in Energy Program of Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok, 
Thailand for 3 years.  Since 1998, he has been working as a faculty member in 
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Sultan Qaboos 
University (SQU), Oman.

Dr. Jaap Vente is the Innovation Manager Gas Processing, Treatment, and 
Conversion at the Energy research Centre of the Netherlands,  in the group 
Sustainable Process Technology with a special focus on membrane and 
sorption technologies. Within this group, activities include materials research, 
system development, process design and implementation facilitation. We 
aim to take emerging technologies from discovery to deployment. Specific 
membranes that are being developed and brought to commercialisation 
include HybSi® (www.hybsi.com) and HySep® (www.hysep.com).  Further, 
ECN has developed sorption based carbon capture technologies 
(caesar.ecn.nl/ the-sewgs-process) which is currently being demonstrated 
within the H2020 co-funded STEPWISE (www.stepwise.eu).

Dr. Arif Mal ik |  Sultan Qaboos University  

His teaching interest is in the courses related to energy and power planning, engineering systems 
reliability, power system reliability, power stations, optimization methods, engineering management, 
operations research, project management and engineering economics. His research interests are in 
integrated resource planning, local integrated resource planning, demand-side management and energy 
conservation, smart-grid benefits, clean development mechanisms, electricity tariff formulation based on 
long-run marginal cost, use of renewable energy resources, and the environmental issues related to 
energy and power sector development. 
He has published over 60 research articles in International Journals/ Conferences, three book-chapters 
(Publisher Springer) and several technical reports. He is a senior member of IEEE, USA. 

Dr. Jaap Vente |  ECN, CENII Convener Clean Gas 

Until January 2016, he was also director of the cluster Gas Separation and Treatment within the Institute of 
Sustainable Process Technology (www.ispt.eu). Within this national cluster private and public parties work 
together on innovative technologies for gas separation challenges.
Jaap was originally educated in materials science and engineering at the Delft University of Technology. 
For his Ph.D. he moved to the University of Leiden to study complex iridium oxides. In 1994, he accepted a 
position of post-doctoral research assistant at the Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory of the University of 
Oxford. Four years later, he moved to Mexico to become an investigator at CINVESTAV. In 2003, he 
returned to the Netherlands and started to work at ECN.
He has published over 80 papers in peer reviewed journals, two book chapters and filed seven patents. 
He was the co-chair of the International Conference on Inorganic Membranes in 2012. 

CO2 Capture and Storage Opportunities in Oman 

http://www.hybsi.com/
http://www.hysep.com/
http://www.stepwise.eu/
http://www.ispt.eu/


Prof. Maaike Kroon (1980) obtained her MSc (2004) and PhD (2006) in 
Chemical Engineering from TU Delft, Netherlands. She was awarded the 
prize for best graduate student and the DSM Science & Technology Award. 
Thereafter, she worked as Assistant Professor at TU Delft, MATGAS research 
center in Spain and Stanford University in USA. In 2011 she was appointed Full 
Professor at Eindhoven University of Technology as the youngest female 
professor in The Netherlands.

Prof. Maaike Kroon |  The Petroleum Institute 

 In 2015 she was awarded the Science Talent Award of the year by the journal New Scientist. Maaike Kroon 
joined the Petroleum Institute in Abu Dhabi as a Professor in Applied Thermodynamics and Separation 
Technology in 2016. Her research focuses on the development of novel energy-efficient affinity separation 
processes (e.g., aromatic/ aliphatic separation, gas sweetening, azeotrope breaking, desalination) on basis 
of phase behavior. She also is the lab coordinator of the PVT-lab at the Petroleum Institute Research 
Center. 

Dr. Isam Janajreh | Masdar Institute 

Dr. Isam Janajreh is an Associate Professor in Mechanical Engineering  at 
Masdar Institute,  received his Ph.D. (97)  and Masters (92, 94)  from Virginia 
Tech in Engineering Science and Mechanics (ESM) and Mechanical 
Engineering (ME). Specialized in fluid dynamics, thermochemical 
conversion, solid/ fluid interactions, and turbulence modeling. Served at 
Virginia Tech as visiting professor at ESM&Math Departments through 
1998, then joined Michelin R&D as Research Engineer in South Carolina 
analyzing tire traction, vehicle dynamics, and rubber material modeling. In 
2001 moved to Michelin France after been granted the European Project  
"Tire Hydroplaning: Modeling and Analysis". 

After project completion, returned in 2004 to DC heading several NIST grants on virtual wind tunnel and as 
an adjunct ME professor at several universities including JHU, UMD and UMBC and senior researcher at 
NCAC/ GWU.  He Joined Parametric Solutions Inc. in Florida (2005-2007) heading challenging US 
governments sponsored projects including JSFP:F26 with GE/ Pratt/ Rolls, Dyna Energy, ATG aircraft. He 
also did his share of teaching in the O&ME department at  FAU. Isam joined Masdar in 2007 spending one 
year at MIT as visiting professor conducting research on the thermochemical assisting in advising students.  
He  has authored over 50 refereed publications on thermochemical conversion and wind energy made 
more than 50 contributions to international conferences,  a key contributor to three Michelin and one 
Masdar patents (Catamran, Primacy, X-one, bioreactor),  and three  books (traction, rolling resistance, 
noise). He is organizer of the Arab Academy of Science conference series (10, 11, 12, 13..),  a regular reviewer 
for several international journals (EC&M, Applied Pyrolysis, Renewable Energy, Fuel), chief editor (IJERSTE) 
and associate editor (IJTEE), and has been a member of ASME, TS&T, Rubber Division, ASCE, and several 
international scientific committees

Waste to Energy: Thermochemical Gasification Pathway of 
Solid Industrial Waste into Clean Syngas Fuel

CO2 and H2S Capture with Deep Eutectic Solvents 



PhD, Solar Photovoltage and water desalination, Thesis title ?PV-Diesel 
hybrid water and power supply system for arid regions?,   November 2004  
Electrical and Computer engineering Department, School of Engineering,  
Curtin University of Technology, Perth, Western, Australia.
 
Master of Science (M.Sc.) Renewable Energy, Thesis title: ?Desalination 
Processes powered by Renewable Energy in Sultanate of Oman,?1999, C.V.O 
University of Oldenburg. Germany.  

B.Eng. (Hons) in Mechanical Engineering, 1990,University, of Reading, UK 

Dr. Al i Al-Alawi | PDO 

2011 - Present         Senior Corporate Environmental & Sustainable Development Advisor
2008 ? 2010            Senior Water Treatment/ Process Engineer-Petroleum Development Oman, 
2004 - 2008           Associate Researcher College of Engineering/  S.Q.U/  Sultanate of  Oman and Visiting 

         lecturer at Caledonian College Oman, Sultanate of Oman   
1999 ? 2004            Assistant Researcher College of Engineering/ S.Q.U/  Sultanate of Oman
1996 ? 1999             Industrial Liaison Officer College of Engineering/ S.Q.U/  Sultanate of Oman
1991 - 1996              Engineer, College of Engineering/ S.Q.U/  Sultanate of Oman

Ali has punished more that 30 conference & journal papers in the field of Renewable energy and water 
treatment and is member of technical committee for many conferences in the field of renewable energy 
and water treatment.  Peer reviewer of Energy -The International Journal ? from 2007- present. Reviewer for 
international conferences and Research projects proposal in Renewable Energy & Water Treatment. 
Reviewing undergraduate & postgraduate Environmental Engineering program with Ministry of higher 
education Oman

Dr. Frank Geuzebroek is Department Head for Research and Technology in 
GASCO in Abu Dhabi since 2014 and is leading the efforts to set up R&D 
activities in GASCO, mainly in cooperation with the Gas Research Center at 
the Petroleum Institute. Frank has been working in gas separation related 
R&D for the last 15 year with Shell and TNO in the Netherlands. CO2 capture 
has been an area of specific interest. 

Dr. Frank Geuzebroek  |  GASCO 

Cleaning up Natural Gas Production in Abu Dhabi Gas Industries

Dr. Frank Geuzebroek, Mr. Abdi Kabadeh

Frank has published several papers and holds several patents relevant to this area. Frank holds a Ph.D. in 
Physics from the University of Amsterdam and a Master in Physics from the Free University, both in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 



Prof. Samir Abu-Eishah has professional Experience at several universities: 
UAE University: 2004-Now. Yarmouk University and Jordan University of 
Science & Technology (JUST) (1982-2001), Sabbatical Leave (University of 
Jordan), Sabbatical Leave and Leave of Absence (University of Bahrain). 
Operation Engineer (Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co., 1975-1977). Chairman: 
Chemical Engineering Department, JUST (1996-1997). Scholarships: B.Sc. 
(Cairo University, 1975), M.Sc. (Iowa State University, 1979) and PhD (Lehigh 
University, 1982). Awards: Hisham Hijjawi Award (Industry & Environment, 
1994),  Distinction in Scientific Research (JUST, 1997), Excellence in Research 

Prof. Samir Abu-Eishah | UAE University 

Prof. Cornel is Peters |The Petroleum Institute 

Research Grant: ?Experimental Investigation on the Conversion of Carbon Dioxide and Water Vapor into 
Hydrocarbons using nano TiO2 catalyst and Solar Energy?, from both UAE University and Emirates 
Foundation, 2012-2015. Publications: Over 40 articles in International Refereed Journals and has several 
presentations at International, Regional and Local Conferences. Also supervised 12 MSc Theses. Papers in 
processing for publication (on CO2 conversion to hydrocarbons), e.g. Synthesis & Characterization of 
Cu-doped TiO2, Ag-doped TiO2, TiO2 codoping and multi-doping: state of the art, review paper) Reviewer 
for over 14 International Journals and several other conferences, several external research projects and 
promotion cases. Associate Editor of Emirates Journal for Engineering Research (EJER), (2011-2015). Editor 
of the College of Engineering Safety Manual, UAE University. Currently, member of the University Program 
Periodic Review Committee (UPPRC), Judiciary Committee for the Chancellor?s Innovation Awards, 
Chemical Engineering Faculty Promotion Committee, Coordinator of Water Technology (National Water 
Center, UAE University), and Chairman of College Safety Committee. 

Dr. Cor Peters received his academic degrees at the Technical University of 
Delft, The Netherlands. He joined in October 2008 the Petroleum Institute in 
the Chemical Engineering Program as a Distinguished Professor. In August 
2009, he was appointed as the Chair of the Chemical Engineering Program 
and, simultaneously to this position, he became in 2010 the first (part time) 
Director of the Gas Research Center. In December 2011, the latter position 
became a full time position. 

In May 2013, he returned to the position of Distinguished Professor to the Chemical Engineering 
Department. In this position, he is appointed to develop research in the ADPIRC framework by taking the 
responsibility of the field of ?Complex Fluids?. Chemistry (IUPAC). 
As such, a well-equipped laboratory for the measurement of a broad spectrum of thermo-physical 
properties will become available in 2015 ? 2017. Dr. Peters also holds positions as a visiting professor at 
both the University of Maryland and Colorado School of Mines. 
The professional expertise of Dr. Peters covers molecular and statistical thermodynamics and complex 
phase equilibria, with applications in natural gas, gas-condensates, ionic liquids, hydrogen storage, gas 
hydrates, supercritical fluid technology, desalination and CO2-sequestration. His research is reflected in 
more than 250 refereed journal papers, among them in Science and Chemical Reviews.  Dr. Peters was the 
principal advisor of 22 PhD and 37 MSc theses. Worldwide he served on 52 PhD committees as the 
principal external examiner.  He is a Fellow of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE) and of 

An environmentally attractive CO2-capturing technology for 
natural and industrial gas streams using gas hydrates.
Muhammad Naveed Khan, Carolyn A. Koh and Cornelis J. Peters

Liquid Fuels from CO2: State of the Art



Mr. Alain Delaytermoz, born in 1955 in Bordeaux, France. Married one child.
Academic qualification: Master degree in Chemical Engineering from Institut 
du Génie Chimique (1978 - Toulouse, France) and Master degree in 
Petroleum Engineering from Institut Français du Pétrole (1979 - Paris, France).  
After Military Service abroad, from 1979 till 1980, joined Total in December 
1980 and stayed with the company since then.  Started his career in Projects 
(in Abu Dhabi) and moved to Field Operations a few years later. At this 
occasion he spent almost ten years in South America (Argentina and 
Colombia).  

Dr. Mustapha Taoumi | CENII Energy Technology Expert 

Mr. Alain Delaytermoz | TOTAL EP 

He was then posted over to the HQ in Paris back in 1996 where he contributed to the built up of the 
Safety engineering terms of reference. After this period he was put in charge of the Advanced 
Technology Department in Paris and, upon Total-Elf merger in 2000, of the R and D program (Facilities). 
In 2003, he was assigned the position of Operations Manager in Lybia where he stayed two years and a 
half and was then sent to occupy the same functions, albeit at a larger scale, in Total?s subsidiary in the 
UK (Aberdeen, Scotland) where he stayed till 2008. He was then called up to the position of deputy VP 
Operations in Paris for one year and a half before he was seconded over to GASCO (Abu Dhabi) in the 
position of Senior Vice President (Operations) for exactly 4 years. In 2014, he was entrusted the 
responsibility of VP Development Engineering and Head of the Petroleum Architect Skillpool in Paris 
where he stayed two years and a half before being recently posted over to Abu Dhabi to occupy the 
function of SVP Non-operated Assets. 

Dr. Mustapha Taoumi is the Energy Technology Expert of the ?EU GCC 
Clean Energy Network II?. Dr. Taoumi has been leading Renewable Energy 
and Energy Efficiency projects and technology deployment for over 30 
years. He has worked with US AID, GIZ (Germany), JICA (Japan) and EU 
(DGXII) as Project and Programme Manager. He has conducted numerous 
feasibility and planning studies, building programs and has implemented 
projects on the ground. He assisted local institutions to develop strategic 
plans in sustainable energy. 

He managed numerous seminars and training workshops concerning the use of renewable energy and 
energy efficiency. from the Institut National Polytechnique de Grenoble (INPG) in France and master's 
degrees in Electrochemical Engineering and Management Science. 
Dr. Taoumi was also involved in several initiatives and projects with a regional scope particularly in MENA 
and Mediterranean regions including the Mediterranean Solar Plan (MSP). As a Regional Programme 
Officer for North Africa and the Middle East region (MENA) within the International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA), the first global intergovernmental organisation dedicated to all renewables, Dr. Taoumi 
managed several projects and initiatives across MENA region including Renewables Readiness 
Assessment (RRA), assessment of local manufacturing potential in the Arab region and recently the Pan 
Arab Clean Energy initiative (PACE). Dr. Taoumi held several key positions including Secretary General and 
Interim Executive Director within the National Renewable Energy Centre (CDER) in Morocco - now 
transformed on a National dedicated Agency (ADEREE) as well as Executive Secretary of the 
Mediterranean Association of the National Agencies for Energy Conservation (MEDENER- Network). 
Before joining IRENA in 2010, he was nominated by the Ministry of Energy in Morocco as IRENA?s focal 
point and member of the IRENA?s Headquarters Selection Committee. Among other positions, Dr. Taoumi 
is an active member on several organisations, conferences and networks around the world including the 
MENAREC Conference International Steering Committee. Dr. Taoumi holds a PhD in Electrochemistry. 



Dr. Valerie Eveloy is an Associate Professor in mechanical engineering at 
The Petroleum Institute, Abu Dhabi, UAE. She holds a Ph.D. in 
mechanical engineering (Dublin City University, Ireland) and a M.Sc. in 
physical engineering (National Institute of Applied Science, France), and 
has over 20 years academic and industrial experience in mechanical 
engineering.  

 Dr. Valerie Eveloy | The Petroleum Institute 

Prior to joining The Petroleum Institute, she was an Assistant Research Scientist at the University of 
Maryland, MD, USA, and Research Engineer at Nokia, Finland.   

Her present research interests include sustainable energy technologies (including industrial waste energy 
utilization, solid oxide fuel cell systems, energy-efficiency enhancement of sea water desalination, energy 
system optimization), computational fluid dynamics, environmental gaseous emissions dispersion, and 
polymeric heat exchangers.  She has authored/ co-authored over 105 refereed journal and conference 
publications, one book chapter, and co-edited four conference proceedings.  Dr. Eveloy is a member of 
several international conference program committees focused on energy technologies, electronics 
reliability and thermal phenomena in electronic systems, and a member of ASME. 




