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Webinar summary  

This document is a summary of the first EU-GCC webinar on " Scaling-Up Solar PV Roof Top". 
The webinar was organised by the EU-GCC Clean Energy Technology Network and supported 
by the Middle East Solar Industry Association (MESIA). The topic was discussed during the 
online session with a focus on Market trends, regulations and business models to promote 
Solar PV Roof Top projects on 13 May 2020 with the contribution as speakers of: 

 Miguel Herrero Cangas, Policy Advisor, Solar Power Europe  

 Gurmeet Kaur, Communications and Marketing Director, MESIA 

 Dr. Hanan Mubarak Albuflasa, Assistant Professor at Department of Physics, 
University of Bahrain, Kingdom of Bahrain  

 Kanav Duggal, Business Development Manager Middle East,  CleanMax 

The online event has been moderated by Dr. Mustapha Taoumi, Key Expert, EU GCC Clean 
Energy Technology Network  

Background 

The shift towards clean, reliable and affordable electricity in the world is most visible in the 
rapid proliferation of solar panels mounted on the roofs of homes and businesses. Individuals 
and businesses have been attracted not just to the environmental benefits of solar power, but 
also to the ability to generate their own power and to the fixed and competitive price of 
electricity that these systems provide.  

Rooftop solar is increasingly cost-effective for homeowners, business owners, and their 
communities. Reductions in technology prices, innovative financing, and growing networks of 
solar installers and financial partners all helped drive down the prices for PV rooftop systems. 
In addition, because rooftop solar is installed in cities and towns, as opposed to remote 
locations, it provides for employment opportunities for local engineers and technicians and is 
hence an important engine for economic development.  
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Summary 

The webinar debated the key challenges and opportunities in the PV rooftop segment, 
focusing on policies, and the perspective of investors in the commercial, industrial and 
residential space. In addition, the webinar touched upon solar PV rooftop options suitable for 
the region, and best practices and lesson learned in both the EU and the GCC, as well as 
opportunities for EU GCC partnerships were highlighted during the discussions. 

Solar energy and in particular rooftop PV have gained momentum both in the GCC and in the 
EU. The public authorities are fully aware of the characteristics, advantages and economics of 
the specific technology.  

It has been highlighted by Solar Power Europe1 that as of 2040, solar PV will become In Europe 
the dominant source of electricity generation and by 2050 it will reach at least 48% in the 
lowest scenario and up to 63% in the Leadership scenario. Renewables are the most cost-
effective way to achieve climate-neutrality, but the rate of their deployment will need to 
increase significantly over the next decade. In regard to the installed capacity, 66% of the 
cumulative PV capacity was installed on residential, commercial and industrial roofs. Solar is 
the preferred energy choice of Europeans. 

In regard to the policy, the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive requires all new 
buildings to be Nearly Zero Energy Buildings by 1st of January 2021. 

In the context of the European Green Deal, the renovation wave aims to address current low 
decarbonisation and renovation rates of around 1% across the EU and tackle the underlying 
barriers for improving the energy efficiency of the EU building stock. Currently, roughly 75% 
of the building stock is energy inefficient, yet almost 80% of today’s buildings will still be in 
use in 2050. In this regard, it is to be noted that only 89 GW of on-site solar systems are 
installed whilst the overall potential is 680 GW. To tackle this challenge, several promotional 
tools have been set up in different European countries like the self-consumption frameworks, 
RE Source -European Platform for Corporate RE Sourcing- (http://resource-platform.eu/) and 
Hello Sun (https://hellosun.brussels/). The ultimate aim of these innovative business models 
is to boost the construction of energy efficient buildings while strengthening Europe’s 
industrial competitiveness. 

In the GCC, some legislation is supporting the development of solar energy projects, including 
rooftop developments, but more work needs to be done to expand the sector's regulatory 
remits. 

Basically the aim of this increasing interest in this market segment of solar PV is to create a 
framework to promote installation of small-scale solar PV systems and to establish net 
metering arrangements for surplus energy to be exported to the distribution system, and to 

                                                           
1 www.solarpowereurope.org 
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ensure the efficient and safe construction, installation, maintenance and operation of small-
scale solar PV systems in all premises. 

There is an active and continuous debate with respect to the financial risks associated with a 
solar rooftop investment (high upfront installation costs), and the way regulation could help 
mitigate some of these risks. Despite market efficiencies, current financing and connection 
costs limit the attractiveness of solar rooftop to the market segment where solar generation 
has the potential to reduce electricity bills (commercial and industrial segments). 

In this context, it has been underlined that Rooftop solar has been adopted largely by 
commercial and industrial power consumers because of:  

 Expensive electricity bills that result from high electricity tariffs and high levels of 
power consumption particularly in Dubai and KSA. 

 Their desire to become more sustainable and reduce their carbon footprint 

On the other hand, the residential sector has been slower to take off because household 
power consumption is relatively low when compared to commercial and industrial power 
consumption and because of the large, transient expat population. In addition, in some GCC 
countries, the currently intended net metering scheme is facing some challenges particularly 
in the residential sector due to the relatively low attractiveness of the scheme which in turn 
needs to be attributed to the sustained energy subsidies.  

The private sector, taking advantage of the experience gained primarily in UAE (Dubai), is 
interested and willing to engage on the basis of an attractive regulatory framework.  

Although awareness is improving, there needs to be an increased effort in educating the public 
about the benefits of solar energy and the market offerings available. Even though the public 
authorities are actively pushing for the adoption of solar, the basic concept is still foreign to 
many people. 

Finally, it has been agreed that plenty of opportunities for EU & GCC regions exist to 
collaborate on the areas of policies and business models with the objective to scale up the 
solar PV roof top segment particularly through joint events, trainings and study tours.   

 


